"King Darayavaush Proclaims . . ."
I have chosen the way which was as straight as a javelin, I have chosen the right way. To no knight, to no man-servant Have I ever done violence. The vassal who built my house Have I raised up as the support of my house, But the vassal who brought down my house, Him I have punished severely according to right and the law.
King Darayavaush proclaims:
Thou who shalt read this inscription
In the days that are to come
Shalt see that I have caused it to be engraved in the rock
Together with these figures of men.
Efface it not nor destroy it!
See that thou keepest it whole
So long as thy seed shall live! '31
^
As far as their form is concerned, these royal annals go back to the inscriptions of the Assyrian kings. The text was taken from annals drawn up on tablets and constantly kept up to date, then it was engraved in the diplomatic language in use at the time. The historiographers eulogised their royal master more extravantly for posterity than doubtless he would have done himself, but the remarkable thing about these inscriptions is the way in which the whole Persian Empire is assimilated into the royal household, whose servant it was held to be. This is why only events affecting the royal household are recorded and why we constantly come across the concepts of ^ ^ "imposture", "untruth" ("droga" in old Persian), and "kings cf $« of .untruth". "Imposture" is the chaos, disorder and reign of violence which the king found on his accession to the throne, the disorder provoked by the conspiracy of the false Bardiya and fed by the intrigues of the nobility.
The Great King states on several occasions that his rule comes from the god Ahuramazda (Oramazda):
1 From F.-W. Koeni^; Relief und Inschrift des K6nigs Dareios lamFelsen von Bagistan.
85ries in figures and inscriptions. These figures are not in high relief, but. carved in the round, framed in stone and set against the rock-face. The great king, as on his tomb described above, is leaning on his bow with his right hand raised to the emblem of Ahuramazda, but here his left foot rests on the body of the defeated Gaumata. Behind him stand two Persians, one with bow and quiver and the other holding a two-handed lance. In front of him, j:heir names carved on the stone, stand the
